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From Ms. Franci: Based on feedback from our School Site Council we are going to try having whole school
activities starting on certain Wednesdays in February. Hopefully the students will want to participate. I have
asked them to email me some ideas they would like to see on these Wednesdays. The first one will be held on
February 17, with a movie from 2-4. The students are in the process of choosing the movie. The choices are
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, The Sandlot, and Beetlejuice. Next week on February 3, I will be sending a movie opt
out form. If you do not want your child to attend please fill out the form and return it to me by February 10.
District Spirit Days:

From 7th Grade: 7th Grade ELA and History
In English Language Arts students have begun to read The Hunger Games, by Suzanne Collins. In the novel
the characters have finished their training and are about to enter the arena. In class, students have been assigned
a survival project. They are picking from a list of environments and research that habitat; listing what they
would need for survival based on the environment they chose. The students will then create a digital
presentation of what they learned about their environment and what they will need: Climate, shelter, resources
(both helpful and harmful), supplies and skills they need, etc. This assignment crosses over to their current
Science lessons on habitat and adaptations.
Ancient Japan, Nam Viet, and the Khmer Empire are currently being studied in our History class. They are
learning about the geography, topography, natural resources, and culture of these ancient civilizations. For
example: students are learning about Samurai and their code of conduct called Bushido (similar to Chivalry in
Medieval Europe) and how this code was strongly influenced by Zen Buddhism and the culture of Japan. We
will finish this chapter soon and then move onto Medieval Europe and Feudalism.

7th Grade “I have a dream…”

From 8th Grade:
During the first week back after Winter
Break, the 8th grade engaged in a
“Vision Board” activity. Students
were tasked with creating their own
digital or physical vision board that
would incorporate their personal short
term and long term goals for
themselves. The vision boards are in the
process of being printed in order for
students to place them in the front of
their binder sleeve to look at and
reference each day to be reminded of
their goals. Our hopes are for students
to see these daily reminders to
encourage positivity and reassure them
of their optimistic futures.

Since this was an election year students watched a
live broadcast of the inauguration on 1/20. Our
goal was to live stream it through the Explore
America (educational) platform. We used this as an
informational learning opportunity that links directly
to the 8th grade history standards. Students also
compared this year’s Inaugural speech to historical
Inaugural speeches to critically think about various
topics. See photos to the left and right.

Students have had the opportunity to build art into
math through their Linear Stained Glass Project.
The multi-step project had students identify and graph
lines with undefined slopes, slopes of zero, positive
slopes and negative slopes using their knowledge of
“slope-intercept form” (y=mx+b) and x/y intercepts.
Once they graphed and labeled their equations, it was
time to color and turn their graph paper into works of
stained glass art!

Students were introduced to the events of
the Holocaust on January 27th, or
International Holocaust Remembrance
Day. Students engaged in a “what would
you do” scenario activity to think about
what decisions they would make if they
were themselves targeted during that
time. Then students watched an interview
from a Holocaust Survivor to hear a first
hand account of the event. Finally, the
entire 8th grade had a moment of silence
to honor and commemorate the lives lost.

Important dates:
February 1: Charter Parent Meeting at 2:00
February 3: Materials Pickup from 10:00-2:00 (see message from your teachers for more details)
February 8: Lincoln’s Birthday Observed (No School)
February 15: President’s Day (No School)
February 16: District Board Meeting at 5:00
February 17: Materials Pickup from 10:00-2:00 (mandatory for all students)
February 17: Movie Day from 2-4
February 22: Charter Parent Meeting at 2:00
February 26: Non-Instruction Day (No School)
March 3: Materials Pickup from 10:00-2:00 (see message from your teachers for more details)
March 5: End of the 3rd quarter
March 8: Charter Parent Meeting at 2:00
March 9: District Board Meeting at 5:00
March 17: Materials Pickup from 10:00-2:00 (see message from your teachers for more details)
March 19: Report Cards go home
March 22-26: Spring Break (No School)
March 29: Charter Parent Meeting at 2:00
March 31: Materials Pickup from 10:00-2:00 (see message from your teachers for more details)

